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MESSAGE FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL
Dear Northern Japan Friends,

elcome to Northern Echoes, the

Web Magazine of the U.S.

Consulate General in Sapporo.
We hope this magazine will become a
“must read” for our friends and contacts
cager for news about U.S. Consulate
activities. Articles in this edition underscore
the very special ties the United States has
not only with Hokkaido, but also with the
Tohoku region. We trust Northern Echoes
will illustrate our public diplomacy efforts
in Japan’s far-flung northern region.

I look back on the year and a half since my arrival in Northern
Japan with a true feeling of accomplishment. The milestones
leading to this sense of satisfaction are reflected in articles you
see in this edition - consulate support of U.S. Navy ship visits,
the International Visitor and Leadership Exchange Program,
U.S. Ambassador J. Thomas Schieffer’s visit to Hokkaido,
U.S.—Japan bilateral training exercises, and U.S. commercial
promotion events.

One commemorative celebration in particular, the events
surrounding the Portland—Sapporo Sister City 45th anniversary
were both festive and introspective and I would like to share
some of my reflections with you.

The Sister City events began with a breakfast hosted by Mr.
and Mrs. Yoshiro Ito, whose families are recognized as
founding pioneers of Hokkaido settlement and economic
development. The breakfast was followed by the Snow
Festival opening ceremony, a luncheon I hosted in honor of the
Sapporo-Portland Sister City delegation, and an evening
concert at Kitara Hall at which Sapporo Mayor Fumio Ueda
and Portland, Oregon Mayor Tom Potter signed reaffirmations
of their commitment to the 45-year-old Sister City relationship.

In this full day of activities, the welcome speeches and
conversations [ had with numerous Japanese and Americans
gave me cause for reflection on the past and careful
consideration about the future. The history of Hokkaido's early
years of settlement and the deep-rooted ties that have bound
the U.S.-Hokkaido, and by extension, U.S.-Japan relationship
is well known to the people in the region. Familiar
comparisons can be drawn between young American pioneers
who forged westward across the United States and Hokkaido
pioneers who headed north, both seeking the new frontier and a
brighter future. Portland Mayor Tom Potter and the Portland

ﬂy delegation learned of the early American heroes —

— e

William Clark, Edwin Dun, Horace Capron - sent by President
Grant to assist in building a modern western city, later named
Sapporo, and starting an agricultural college that became
Hokkaido University. Mr. Ito recounted how his own family
had offered the U.S. government the use of their home after
World War II as the location of the first Sapporo American
Consulate. From those forthright beginnings, America's
relationship with Hokkaido has grown deeper and flourished.

For me, the strength of the U.S.-Japan relationship today is the
direct result of the efforts of those pioneers on both sides of the
alliance. Whether they were envoys of President Grant or
members of the Portland delegation, they were all unafraid to
step into a different culture and challenge the limits of what can
be learned there. Together we have built a strong relationship
because each nation sees characteristics in the other nation
worthy of emulation and respect. Tomorrow will bring untold
frontiers and challenges to our relationship, but our continued
strength will lie in the exchange of ideas and cultural differences
that have guided past explorers like us in this durable friendship.

In closing, we hope these articles will encourage you to contact
Sapporo American Center Reference Service (SACRS) at (011)
641-3444 for additional information about the United States of
America. Please view the SACRS as a reliable resource for
American public policies, society, and education. Our tailor-
made reference service and our outreach activities provide
specialized information on U.S. foreign policy and current
issues to our contacts in Hokkaido and Tohoku. For highlights
of the past year, we encourage you to review our Home Page at
http://sapporo.usconsulate.gov/ .

With these thoughts in mind, please join us on this proud
occasion as the presses roll with the magazine of the U.S.
Consulate General Sapporo, Northern Echoes.

Warm regards,
Marrie Y. Schaefer
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U.S. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTHERN JAPAN

Promotion of Alaskan Herring
Betsukari Elementary School, Mashike Town, Hokkaido

Consul Hugues Ogier serves lunch with
Betsukari Elementary students.

(ASMI) launched its new marketing campaign to

increase the import by Japan of Alaskan herring and
herring roe. Alaskan herring roe exports have decreased by two
thirds in the last 10 years. Almost all the herring caught in
Alaska are imported to Japan and a consumption increase in
Japan is indispensable for the prosperity of the Alaskan seafood
industry. ASMI has allocated one hundred million Japanese
Yen for the launch of various promotion activities in Japan for
Alaskan herring and herring roe this year.

O n October 25, the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute

The first step of this long-term campaign saw ASMI providing
the Japanese delicacy to all elementary and junior high schools
in Mashike town. The processing of herring roe is one of the
town's main industries and ASMI is seeking to raise the
awareness of the population for these products through this
campaign. It was also an opportunity to remind the younger
Mashike generations that herring is a Japanese traditional dish
that once thrived near the shores of Hokkaido.

Where is Alaska?

ASMI provided herring and herring roe were cooked in the
traditional fashion and served as school lunch in Betsukari
Elementary School. Consul Hugues Ogier visited Betsukari
Elementary School to assist with this marketing event and
enjoyed his herring and herring roe school lunch with the
pupils. The children were gleeful about the lunch treat and
liked the media attention even more.

HERRING AND
HERRING ROE LUNCH,
WHAT A TREAT!
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MORE ECONOMIC & COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

;

Sapporo is to increase U.S. business opportunities and

exports to Northern Japan. The Commercial Service
(CS) has organized a wide range of commercial promotions
over the years: soil cleansing technology (environment),
infection control (medical), the SeeAmerica campaign
(tourism), and Study USA campaign (education). The U.S.
Environment Seminar and the annual Housing Seminar were
most popular among the local business community, recruiting
almost 100 attendees interested in U.S. soil cleansing
technology. Key to the event's success was its timing;
Hokkaido construction companies are looking for opportunities
to diversify their businesses due to the current economic
downturn and the central government's continuously
decreasing public works. Local business leaders are anxious to
identify new products and marketing concepts. In addition,
there is an increased awareness in Japan toward creating an
environmentally friendly society.

ﬁ n important responsibility of the Consulate General in

CS Sapporo activities for promoting 2x4 construction and
building supplies and power plant-related products have been
particularly successful. The most striking example is our
market penetration with U.S. building materials in Obihiro,
where close to 30% of all housing starts are 2x4 construction.
In fact, 15% of all housing starts in Hokkaido are 2x4
construction versus 5% on mainland Honshu.

In the recent reorganization of Commercial Service Japan, CS
Sapporo was designated to specialize in safety and security
industry products such as home alarm systems, smoke
detectors, monitoring cameras, and anti-shoplifting devices,
and anti-biological /chemical devices.

Housing seminar participants at the U.S.
Consulate General Sapporo view model homes.

2005 trade events include an American Food Fair in Sapporo at
the U.S. Consulate General Sapporo; American Regional
Cuisine Fair at the Asahikawa Palace Hotel, Hokkaido;
Sumitomo/3M Library Security System Product Seminar in
Tokyo; ADC Krone Seminar in Sapporo; and U.S. Housing
Goods Seminar at the Consulate General Sapporo. CS Sapporo
also organized a buyers mission to the American Security
Industry Show in Florida.

Northern Japan's well-developed infrastructure, highly skilled
workers, and relatively low real estate costs, combined with city
and regional government investment incentives, have prompted
many U.S. companies to view Hokkaido and Tohoku as
attractive locations for investment and overseas operations.
Amazon Japan (the Japanese subsidiary of Amazon.com), for
example, selected Sapporo over other Japanese cities for the
Call Service Center it established in 2001. Another U.S.
company, LaSalle Investment, opened "Rera," the largest outlet
mall north of Tokyo last spring in Chitose; it estimates over 3.5
million customers and sales of $140 million its first year. Other
U.S. investment firms have bought hotels and office buildings in
recent years and, as real estate prices began to rise in 2004,
more firms are showing interest in purchasing properties in
Northern Japan. As for export opportunities, home building
products and interiors, packaged homes, pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment, and marine products continue to be
particularly promising sectors in Northern Japan. For interest in
commercial activities, please contact: (011) 641-1115.
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Sapporo Snow Festival

mbassador J. Thomas Schieffer journeyed to
AHokkaido in early February, just in time for

Sapporo’s famed International Snow Festival.
Ambassador Schieffer paid courtesy calls on a number
of officials including Hokkaido Governor Harumi
Takahashi, Sapporo Mayor Fumio Ueda, and
Commanding General of the JGSDF Northern Army
General Kenji Tokuda. He presented a speech on U.S.-
Japan relations at the Hokkaido Japan-America Society
luncheon in his honor and took questions from print
and news media at a widely attended press conference.
The Ambassador and Mrs. Schieffer took time from
their busy schedule to explore the canal district of
Otaru, gaze at the magnificent snow and ice sculptures
on Odori Park, and dine with friends of Consulate
General Sapporo. They both took the opportunity to
lunch with Consulate General staff and present
meritorious awards to deserving staff members.

Consulate General Sapporo organized a press conference for Ambassador Schieffer
where he addressed a broad range of issues of importance to both the U.S. and
Hokkaido, such as global realignment, U.S. Navy ship visits, and U.S. beef imports.
The 75-minute press conference at the Sapporo Grand Hotel attracted 30 journalists
representing all six broadcast media entities and relevant print media institutions.
Five newspapers carried six articles on the Ambassador's press conference, including
the Hokkaido Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun, Tokachi Mainichi
Shimbun, and Muroran Minpo. STV, HBC, TVH, UHB, and HTB also broadcast
clips of the press conference and the Ambassador's calls on Sapporo Mayor Ueda and
Hokkaido Governor Takahashi.

STV and HTB reported on Ambassador Schieffer’s press conference, with the former
quoting him as guaranteeing the safety of U.S. beef. HTB said the Ambassador
sought local understanding of U.S. troop realignment plans that could affect Chitose
citizens, quoting him as saying that the transformation would result in an overall
reduction of the security burden on the Japanese people and an increase in defense
capabilities.

Continued on page 11
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Mainichi Shimbun quoted the Ambassador as stressing the
need for private sector vitality in revitalizing local economies.
The ambassador explained to the audience that his hometown
of Fort Worth, Texas overcame hard times through real estate
investment by private firms, following the closure of an air
force base in the city. He was also quoted as saying that
although a market economy might have both bright and dark
sides, it will help revitalize local economies.

Ambassador Schieffer's speech to the Hokkaido Japan-
American Society highlighted the U.S.-Japan alliance and
described it as the linchpin of the security policy in Asia,
providing for the security of both our countries in the Pacific
and allowing our economies to prosper without suffering again
from the devastation of war. He described the friendship
between U.S. and Japan as unique in the world: “Borne out of
conflict, it has come to epitomize the power of freedom to
transform bitter enemies into close, prosperous and powerful
friends. Sixty years ago few would have thought that the
United States and Japan could enjoy the kind of relationship
that we have today. It has come to be because both our
societies share the same core values of freedom. Values that
give dignity and respect to the individual and hope and
opportunity to the masses.”

i

Left to right: Mr.Yasuda,
Ambassador Schieffer, Mrs. Yasuda
and Mrs. Schieffer

Ambassador Schieffer presents
Meritorious Honor Award to
Consular Assistant Masayasu
Morikoshi.

Hokkaido Home Hospitality

Ambassador and Mrs. Schieffer pose with
staff members of Consulate General Sapporo.

Ambassador Schieffer thanked the Japanese people for their
extraordinary generosity to the victims of Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita and for their compassion for the plight of ordinary
Americans caught up in the disaster.

The event was co-sponsored by the Hokkaido Japan-America
Society and Hokkaido's four major economic organizations,
including the Hokkaido Federation of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

S
o
Hosts and invitees gather with Ambassador and
Mrs. Schieffer at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Yosuke Yasuda.

Ambassador and Mrs. Schieffer enjoy a barbeque dinner hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Yosuke Yasuda.

1 http://sapporo.usconsulate.gov

Copyrights(c) 2006. The U.S. Consulate General Sapporo



BAHEIE. > — 77— KEAMARFEZHEHILIT 2ERBED
HOBEEERFALEZIEEBNLEL, KEFBEOHBEBT
HE3TEHFRAMIA— b+ - D—RF. EFAEOE. EfEL
kDT HEREZELCR#EZRRLIzE. LEBICEHRHA
LEL, MATKREEEHBEICIE, LEENEFTNDIH.
M REEBET S EMRFE LT,

LEBEEBRBETOREDERIBRRABZEAL. CORBE
[T, KEFHEICET2MEORERENREBEMR L. BRM
E0RFEN. BUBFICIDEEEST DL, BXDEE
SO ELEAREICT D, TOT7ICETANRBRLEADETH
B, EEYFEL, Ff-. KEFROLSICHERFL=, [H
ARGFERIE. ERTHLMICEOGVWEEHRBLELDEEY.
HIMLEFEN-COERKIT, BAHAESBRALERRENER
DHELGRANZEZADHHDONZ., HHICKRTIDELTYEL
fz=o SN L60FHT. KEEBANSBOL S BEREERT S
CENTEDEEZAANRIBEVW G S2=TL LD, COERK
Z. BXXEEOHEA. BREEVIBRICHET 5 F %M
EBEREZAXALTLSNLTE, b4 DTY, AAICE
BE5Z. BAZEEL. ARICFLLHEZEZ S MERZ
EGLEBEREEADTLEDI &

aw

E#éEEﬁ#of\fﬁ&\
=T 7—KfE. KHEXA.
=T 7 —KFEXA,

—J 7 —KfE, HBIERMBE
ERMEICHFTEETHEE,

EBETOHEEHTEL

A

ST —AEEE. FARKESR

FREEE L LHIC,

D=7 —KEF. NIT—r - A R)—FEYRIZEDAT
BHEICHITOIEBERDESANGDEICERLBER, -, ®
KLEXEROBHICBAERNMRLTLEES 2R YIC
BELEL

HURERF., tEBERBXGE. tEERIREMERZSC
tBENFFIAROLETHRESNELT,

LR e .
FHEORHBERREET, V— 77— RKEXEZEHAT

R

V=T 7 —KEXRE, RHBREXEFHON—AF1—FIBSZELL,

http://sapporo.usconsulate.gov 12

Copyrights(c) 2006. The U.S. Consulate General Sapporo



Exchange Programs

International Visitor Leadership Program

Journalists from Northern Japan on 2003 Sapporo study tour meet East-
West Center Researchers in Honolulu.

Participants: Mr. Koji KAWAMURA, Mr. Nobuyasu SAKAMOTO,

Mr. Kazushi IZUMI, Mr. Tetsuya SHOJI, and Mr. Koji NAKATSUKASA

(formerly known as the International Visitor Program) is

funded and administered by the U.S. Department of
State. The program invites future leaders and promising
contacts identified by embassies and consulates around the
world for a professional orientation trip to the U.S. A typical
program lasts about three weeks. It offers opportunities for the
participants to exchange views on their professional interests
with their American counterparts, deepen their understanding
of the U.S., and also acquire familiarity with U.S. culture and
diversity through exposure to Americans with various
backgrounds. In several surveys, U.S. ambassadors from over
125 embassies ranked the IVLP as the State Department’s most
valuable public diplomacy program. Among the alumnae of
this 60 year old program are more than 200 heads of
government, more than 1,500 cabinet-level ministers, and
many more prominent figures in the political, economic,
cultural, and media fields. Some notable alumnae from around
the world include Tony Blair (1992,1986), Gerhard Schroeder

T he International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP)

g 3‘7’ )
Consul Hugues Ogier
and staff enjoy the reception
with IVLP alumni.

Consul General Schaefer
with Vice Speaker
Yoshitsugu Nishimoto of the
Hokkaido Assembly.

" If a man be gracious
and courteous to strangers, it shows he is a citizen
of the world, and that his heart is no island cut off
from other lands,
but a continent that joins to them"

FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626)

(1981), Hamid Karzai (1987), Anwar Sadat (1966), Mahathir
Bin Mohamad (1976), and Kim Dae-Jung (1965). More than
2,300 Japanese have participated in the IVLP, including Nobel
Laureate Kenzaburo Oe, former Prime Minsters Toshiki Kaifu
and Morihiro Hosokawa, Environment Minister Yuriko Koike,
and many others who have become influential figures in Japan.
The U.S. Consulate General Sapporo also nominated some of
the best and brightest young people from the region who
eventually became Diet members, members of prefectural
assemblies, corporate directors of newspaper companies, and
university professors. Some of those notables include House
of Representatives Member (from Iwate 2nd District), Mr.
Shunichi Suzuki, Vice Speaker of the Hokkaido Prefectural
Assembly, Mr. Yoshitsugu Nishimoto, Chairman of Kahoku
Shimpo Publishing Co., Mr. Kazuo Ichiriki, and Director of the
Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art, Mr. Takeo Mizukami.

Last September, for the first time, the U.S. Consulate General
Sapporo organized a reception for former IVLP and Fulbright
alumnae. Held at the official residence of the U.S. Consul

General, the guests enjoyed the opportunity to exchange stories
about their respective unique IVLP experiences.

Journalists from Northern Japan
on 2004 Sapporo study tour
Left to right:

Mr. Kiyoshi HOSODA,

Mr. Masayuki AKASHI,

Mr. Kazuhiko NAKAMURA,
Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for East
Asia Pacific Affairs Michael
W. Meserve, Maki Tagaya of
the U.S. Consulate General
Sapporo,

and Mr. Ryo AIUCHI.
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Exchange Programs Organized by
U.S. Consulate General Sapporo

Apart from the IVLP, Consulate General Sapporo also plans and executes its own exchange programs.

Year 2003

In 2003, the Consulate organized its first study tour for five
journalists from Northern Japan with the goal of enhancing their
understanding of U.S. foreign policy and the U.S.-Japan alliance
after 9/11. The 12-day program took the journalists to
Washington, D.C. and Hawaii and highlighted the U.S.
commitment to stability in East Asia and the importance of the
U.S.-Japan Alliance for assuring continued regional security and
prosperity. The journalists visited the White House, Congress,
the State Department, the Pentagon, universities, think tanks, and
media institutions and learned how these key institutions factor
into security policy formation in the U.S.

News articles written by the journalists subsequent to the study
tour pointed to a more nuanced understanding of the U.S.-Japan
alliance.

Timeline
1942

Year 2004

In 2004, the U.S. Consulate General Sapporo executed its second
study tour, which focused on the 2004 U.S. Presidential Election,
for four regional journalists from Northern Japan. The program,
which included visits to key election swing states, Washington,
D.C., Florida, and Oregon, served to enhance participants'
understanding of the complex U.S. electoral system and brought
home the extent to which federalism shapes U.S. elections.
During the program, the journalists were able to experience first
hand the degree of direct citizen participation when they
observed the intensity and enthusiasm of voters at a rally for
Democratic VP candidate Senator Edwards. Each reporter wrote
a series of articles on the elections, presenting their findings and
imparting their newfound facts and knowledge about the U.S.
election system to their audience.

The United States launched an “exchange-of-persons” program with Latin American countries under the auspices of the

Department of State. This program brought journalists from Latin American countries to the U.S. to dispel the rumor

that America was preparing to invade their countries.

The journalists spoke to Americans around the country,

discovering that the U.S. was focusing its attention on the spreading wars in Europe and Asia.

1943
1948

The program began inviting leaders from China to the United States.

Congress passed the Smith-Mundt Act to promote better understanding of the

United States by other countries and to increase mutual understanding
between Americans and foreigners. This Act created not only
“exchange-of-persons” programs, but also America’s international

broadcasting efforts.
1953

Japanese were first invited to participate in the IVP. Atotal of

40 people from various fields took part in the program during the

first fiscal year between 1953 and 1954.
1968

1989

citizens of the former Soviet Bloc.
1992
2003-2004

The IVP celebrated its 50th anniversary.

A total of 75 Japanese traveled on the IVP over a period of
one year, an all-time high for the program in Japan.

The Berlin Wall fell, greatly expanding the program opportunities for

The 50th anniversary of Japanese participation in the IVP.
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EASTERN HOKKAIDO

ome to three natural wonders - a UNESCO World Heritage site, a
H Ramsar Convention-designated wetland, and Akan National Park -

eastern Hokkaido is breathtakingly beautiful, even at winter’s end.
Consul General Marrie Y. Schaefer traveled to Hokkaido’s eastern-most
paradise provinces in early March. The journey to lands’ end took her
first to Nemuro, where she viewed the Northern Territories from Nossapu
and then to the towns surrounding the Yausubetsu military training
grounds. Consul General Schaefer made courtesy calls on officials of
Nemuro, Betsukai, Hamanaka, and Kushiro to thank them for their
support of U.S.-Japan bilateral training exercises. The largest joint
training area in Japan, Yausubetsu, is home to frequent bilateral exercises
each year. On this visit, the Consul General observed joint exercises
conducted by the Oregon Army National Guard and Japan Ground Self
Defense Forces headquartered at Camp Kushiro. The visit generated
numerous articles in the local press that underscored U.S. support for the
return of the Northern Territories and reaffirmation of the U.S.-Japan
military alliance.

Continued on page 19

Consul General Schaefer stands at Nosappu
Point overlooking the Northern Territories
with the Northern Territories Museum Staff
member, Koichi Shimizu; the Museum
Director, Takashi Yoneya; and Nemuro-City
Northern Territories Office Director,

Kazuyuki Maruyama.
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Conversations with U.S. and Japanese troops at the Yausubetsu
training ground pointed to a consensus that the training was
valuable to both sides and that language was not a problem.
Nearly a third of the U.S. National Guard troops had come to
Japan with combat experience in Iraq - experience that translated
into meaningful practical information for the Japanese troops as
they conducted urban and rural maneuvers with their U.S.
counterparts.

Members of the Oregon National Guard adjusted well to their new
cultural surroundings and related their surprise at the warm
reception they received from local residents. As the U.S. troops
arrived for a Betsukai Town-sponsored welcome party, the local
citizens greeted them with repeated enthusiastic applause. Invited
mayors and officials from neighboring cities and towns likewise
extended buoyant support to the soldiers.

Consul General Marrie Y. Schaefer with
Nemuro Sub-Prefectural Office Chief Hideo
Hirono.

In conversations with Consul General Schaefer, town officials
expressed surprise on learning that the 250-member Oregon Army
National Guard was comprised of so-called “weekend warriors”
who normally worked as business professionals, public school
teachers, university professors, and lawyers. The officials were
astonished to learn that employers of the U.S. National Guard
members gave permission for them to take a month’s leave of
absence for military training in defense of their country.

Northern Japan hosts five or six bilateral training exercises a year.
Two or three of these take place in Yausubetsu. The surrounding
towns derive economic benefit from the exercises in the form of
central government support for infrastructure construction, service
contracts, and sales of local goods and products.

Left to right: Sapporo Consulate General
Political Specialist, Naoyuki Akasaka;
Consul General Schaefer; Betuskai Mayor
Rikizo Sano; and Chairperson of Betsukai
Council Takeshi Mizunuma.
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Left to right: Consulate General Sapporo
Political Specialist, Naoyuki Akasaka;
Consul General Schaefer; Hokkaido
Government Kushiro Sub-prefectural Office
Director General, Youji Takahara; and
Deputy Director General and Regional
Policy Department Director, Masahiro
Komagome.
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Consul General's visit to Eastern Hokkaido

U.S.-Japan Joint Military Training Exercises

in Northern Japan

Consul General Schaefer is brlefed by USARJ Liaison Officer LTC

Craig Haas (left) and U.S. Oregon Army National Guard Army Public
Affairs Officer at Yausubetsu training ground, Betsukai, Hokkaido.

wo out of five regional armies, the Northern
T Army and the Northeastern Army, of the Japan

Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) are
based in Northern Japan. Together they represent
nearly one-half of JGSDF. The U.S. Air Force and
the Japan Air Self Defense Force share base
facilities at Misawa Air Base. Japanese Ground Self
Defense Force units train regularly in Yakima,
Washington and other sites in the United States. In
January to March 2005, the U.S. Army conducted
large-scale joint training exercises called
"Yamasakura" followed by a joint winter exercises
with the Northern Army. The Alaska State National
Guard participated in one of the exercises. In
addition to the March bilateral training exercise in
Yausubetsu featured in this article, similar bilateral
training exercises took place in February in Iwate
Prefecture with a Northeastern JGSDF unit.
Okinawa-based U.S. Marine Corps. artillery forces
conduct annual training at the Yausubetsu exercise
ground. In 2005 this exercise took place in
September.

CONSUL GENERAL SCHAEFER WITH MEMBERS OF THE U.S. OREGON ARMY _ BN LB L
NATIONAL GUARD AND JAPANESE GROUND SELF DEFENSE FORCE,S FROM L RS J T
CAMP KUSHIRO AT XAUSUBETSU TRAINING GROUND. = : raged 70 ol

. > et A . N 7 gl
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U.S. Navy band warms the hearts of festival visitors.

Port Calls by U.S. Naval Ships to Northern Japan

February 3, 2006 with the arrival of the USS

Chancellorsville in Muroran, Hokkaido, Japan. The
visit coincided with the internationally acclaimed Sapporo
Snow Festival, which enabled the crew to enjoy the artistically
created gigantic sculptures during the ship's four-day stay.

! new year of ship visits to Northern Japan began on

Following in the wake of the USS Chancellorsville, the USS
Blue Ridge docked at Muroran on February 6. Following
courtesy calls on city officials, the Chief of Staff of the U.S.
Naval 7th Fleet hosted some 100 guests at a reception. In a
solid show of support, local dignitaries welcomed the Blue
Ridge and its crew with flowers and gifts. Crew volunteers
participated in a snow removal project at a foster home for
hearing-impaired children. Meanwhile, the music of the 7th
Fleet Band resounded at the Sapporo Snow Festival in
downtown Sapporo warming the hearts of festival visitors. The
band also took its music to a senior citizens home for the
enjoyment of the residents and neighbors before the ship
departed Muroran February 10.

The Sapporo American Consulate General staff plays an
important coordination role with the U.S. Navy in planning
successful ship visits to promote goodwill between the United
States and Japan. Arrangements include courtesy calls on local
dignitaries, receptions, and community-relations activities for
the officers and crew. These activities bring a sense of
excitement and economic benefit to Northern Japan cities and
improve our bilateral relationship.

U.S. Navy ships visit Japanese ports to build goodwill and
friendship, to strengthen the U.S.-Japan alliance, and to improve
the U.S. Navy's ability to defend Japan. Since February 2005,
the Sapporo Consulate has coordinated seven ship visits
beginning with the USS John S. McCain's four-day visit to
Otaru, a port city in Hokkaido. One notable event organized by
the Consulate for this port call was a basketball game against
students from the Hokkaido International School. The McCain
crewmembers held a clinic for the high school boys' basketball
team, the Huskies. One sailor summed up the team's feelings,
"It's a good opportunity to teach young kids some fundamentals
and it gives us a chance to have some fun." Following the
games, all players enjoyed a pizza lunch together.

When the USS Curtis Wilbur paid a four-day port call to Sendai
in late May, the Consulate arranged for some 25 crew
volunteers to assist in a local park clean-up project. Later, the
volunteers toured the Zuiganji Temple and enjoyed a picnic
lunch with Japanese volunteers. In the afternoon, other
members of the crew participated in exchange activities with the
Japanese Ground Self Defense Forces Northeastern Army
(NEA) that included discussions in English, a "Goodwill
Promotion Party," and a volleyball game. A tour of the USS
Curtis Wilbur by several local groups was a highlight of the
ship's visit.

Continued on page 25
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U.S. NAVY SHIPS VISIT JAPANESE PORTS TO BUILD GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP,
TO STRENGTHEN THE U.S.-JAPAN ALLIANCE, AND TO IMPROVE THE U.S. NAVY’S
ABILITY TO DEFEND JAPAN.

Muroran.

-

Representatives from the USS Lassen pose for a photo

Captain Wagner, Commanding Officer of the USS Lassen,
addresses the Japanese welcome delegation on the pier in

with Muroran dignitaries and American Consul Ogier.

The USS Chancellorsville

The USS Blue Ridge

i

October 12-15 brought the visit of the USS Lassen to Muroran. It
was the Lassen's first port call since arriving in Yokosuka from San
Diego in 2005. The port call also marked the first visit to Muroran
by a U.S. Navy ship since September 1999. Muroran's Mayor
Masashi Shingu presented welcome bouquets to the commanding
officer and two crewmembers from Knoxville, Tennessee,
Muroran’s sister city. In the evening, local dignitaries attended a
reception aboard the USS Lassen where they enjoyed food prepared
by the ship's culinary staff and friendly conversation with the
officers and crew.

The USS John S. McCain returned to Hokkaido on November 4 to
make a four-day port call in Hakodate. Representatives of the
Japanese military and civilian groups gathered on the Minatocho
Pier to welcome Commander William T. Wagner, Commanding
Officer, and his crew to Hakodate. On arrival, Commander Wagner
paid a courtesy call on Hakodate Mayor Hiroshi Inoue, and on the
following day, he placed flowers at the graves of two U.S. sailors
buried by Commodore Matthew Perry in the Hakodate Foreigners
Cemetery in May 1854. Later, the Commander and McCain officers
and members of the Hakodate Japan-America Society viewed the
statue of Commodore Perry in Perry Square. Under the leadership
of the Hakodate Japan-America Society, the statue was erected in
May 2004 in commemoration of the 150th anniversary of Perry's
visit to Hakodate.

| Officers from the USS John
McCain place flowers at
the graves of U.S. sailors at
the Hakodate Foreign
Cemetery. With them are
U.S. Consul Ogier and
Managing Director, the
EPs Hakodate Japan-America
”*‘; Society, Akira Watanabe.

e = Continued on page 27
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Volunteers from the USS John S. McCain help
children of Kuninoko Ryo Dormitory in Hakodate
plant chestnut trees.

In a goodwill softball game on November 5, the
McCain team eked out a 1-1 tie against a very
motivated team of Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force players. Afterwards, players from both teams
shared “fish stories” about their athletic agility at a
party on the JMSDF base.

Meanwhile, in a different type of community
relations project, 20 volunteers from the USS John
S. McCain visited the Kuninoko Ryo dormitory on
Sunday, November 6 to assist the children in
planting chestnut trees. Later, everyone enjoyed a
garden picnic. On November 7, the USS John S.
McCain departed Hakodate Port bringing the
Consulate's 2005 ship visit calendar to a close.

USS Blue Ridge and USS Chancellorsville
crewmembers enjoy yakitori and Japanese sake
at a Muroran restaurant.

(Photo provided by Muroran Minpo)

The McCain Men and
basketball court at Hokk

Sapporo.
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